
BCET Nominations 2019 
 
NCCU 
 

Submission for School award via N C C U. 
 
Yorkshire have been asked to nominate a school for B C ET. 
For a number of years White Rose Junior Chess Academy have had a 
close relationship with Ackworth School near Pontefract West 
Yorkshire. 
 
Guy Emmett, Deputy Head  came from Rossett School near Blackpool. 
He wrote to me asking if we could assist in developing a chess club. As 
an E C F Coach I visited the School for primary and Senior levels. 
Each June they have an Open Day and I have presented chess. 
 
Guy was visited by myself and Phil Beckett from Retford. 
We suggested 2 ideas;- 
1 Hold one day events to stimulate interest. 
2 The school on its part made no charge and were willing to provide 
refreshments. 
The excellent Music Room and the Library were offered to us. 
 
I am listing below chess events held at the School;- 
1Ackworth Chess Camp 
2A girls training day. 
3 Problem Solving day. 
4 Yorkshire Junior League with teams from clubs such as York, Leeds 
and Wakefield, competition and training. 
 
5We held on 6th October the Pennine Cup for under 16.Yorkshire and 
Northumberland  
Tim Wall organised at Ackworth School at my suggestion. 
 
The school is Quaker and keen to help others at all times. 
 



I hope adequate information has been provided. 
 
Peter Cloudsdale 
E C F Coach 
White Rose Junior Chess Academy Organiser 
4th November  2018-Date 
 
 
BCET Nomination 2019  Bristol Grammar School 
 
Nominated by Neill Cooper, ECF Manager of Secondary School Chess 
Supported by John Swain, Controller of the U19 National School Chess Championships 
 
Bristol Grammar School is a large independent school in the centre of the city, containing Infant, Junior 
and Senior Schools, from Reception up to Sixth Form. We are pleased to be an important venue for a 
variety of chess events and tournaments, and to offer several chess opportunities to our own pupils. 
 
The largest events which we host on an annual basis include the National Semi-finals of the English 
Primary School’s Chess Association Championships in the Great Hall each May, involving over 450 
pupils from over 40 schools, as well as a Bristol Megafinal within the UK Chess Challenge. This has had 
an average of 150 entrants over the last two years, coming from many local primary schools across 
the city. The EPSCA event involves turning the whole school-site over to chess, with all available 
classrooms used as team-rooms by visiting schools. 
 
Under the auspices of the English Chess Federation, we host the Bristol Qualifier Event in the National 
Schools’ Championships each November and a Team Chess Challenge event each spring. We were 
pleased that our ECF qualifier tournament was one of the largest ones in the country last autumn. 
That secondary school chess is flourishing in the Bristol and surrounding regions is, in a large part, due 
to the fantastic provision by Bristol Grammar school in hosting these events. 
 
We have close links with the Bristol Chess League, who have provided equipment and helped to 
control a number of the above school tournaments. We regularly let out our Sixth Form Centre and 
other rooms within the school to them at a discounted rate, for weekend chess congresses and one-
day chess tournaments, including a UK Open Blitz Championship event last autumn. These regularly 
attract players of all ages across the region to our school, including many strong juniors. The last two 
congresses have pulled in over 120 players. 
 
Chess occupies an important place in the school’s curricular and co-curricular provision. In the Junior 
School, chess has been introduced onto the activity rotation, alongside the long-established after-
school club. In the Senior School, there are regular lunchtime clubs and a house chess competition to 
supplement the fixtures for the school team across various competitions. Several pupils choose chess 
as their skill within the Duke of Edinburg Award. Keith Arkell performed a simultaneous display here 
last year. 
 
We were pleased with our strongest finish in recent years in the National Schools’ Championships in 
2018, in which we were close to qualifying for the finals at the Repechage tournament. We have been 
pleased with individual performances, with several of our players qualifying for a Gigafinal in the UK 
Chess Challenge, and with one of our Year 9 pupils becoming the English Youth Grand Prix Under 14 
Champion for 2017-18. 
 



MCCU Nomination 
 
Coventry Chess Academy 
Paul Lam established the Coventry Chess Academy in 2014. It meets weekly at Cheylesmore 
Community Centre, and it attracts membership from Coventry, Birmingham and other areas of 
Warwickshire. A number of members of the Academy have represented Warwickshire in EPSCA and 
Junior 4NCL team events with distinction, with some graduating to play in the main 4NCL. Club 
members were British Champions in two sections in 2018, and another club member won their 
Terafinal in the UK Chess Challenge. Building on this, in 2019 seven club members qualified to 
represent England in various international tournaments. The club has played a large part in helping to 
revive junior chess in Warwickshire outside of Birmingham, where until the CCA was created, there 
was relatively little in the way of junior chess provision. The club continues to go from strength-to-
strength. 
 
From Alex Holowczak 
 
EACU 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCCU  
 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES CHESS UNION 
FOUNDED 1892 
 
Citation for the British Chess Educational Trust 

 

East Sheen Primary School 
 

 

Chess in Schools and Communities and the Southern Counties Chess Union would like to 

nominate East Sheen Primary School for a British Chess Educational Trust Award. 

 

East Sheen Primary School is a 3-form entry school in The London Borough of Richmond 

Upon Thames. There is a long history of chess at the school. Pupils have competed in the 

Richmond Park Academy chess tournament against teams from 7 other local schools for several 

years. In addition, the school has arranged chess matches against neighbouring schools. 

 

More recently, as part of the CSC Schools’ Programme, East Sheen Primary has embedded 

chess as part of school life. David Okike, a CSC tutor, delivers three lessons a week during 

curriculum time, meaning that every child in Year 4 receives dedicated chess tuition. The 

school chess club, also run by David, has expanded due to demand but still has a long waiting 

list. In a recent Ofsted report, the inspector commented on the high levels of motivation 

displayed by the pupils during their chess lessons. 

 

The school has also expanded its involvement in chess tournaments. At the 2018 London Chess 

Classic Schools’ Festival, competing against primary schools from across the country, the team 

from East Sheen Primary finished in second place. David runs the first stage of the Delancey 

UK Chess Challenge at the school. Last year one of the children reached the Terafinal. The 

same child has recently won a chess and sport scholarship to Hampton School. Children from 

East Sheen Primary now take part in the EPSCA competitions, where they have had individual 

and team success. 

 

A real highlight at East Sheen Primary in 2018 was the visit of GM Johann Hjartason in 

November. The children at the chess club were very excited to meet and play games against 

such a strong player. This is a school which has fully embraced chess. The Senior Leadership 

Team are seeking accreditation as a Thinking School. A BCET award would be a fitting 

response to their efforts to encourage chess as an essential part of life at their school.  

 

 

Chris Fegan, Chief Operating Officer, Chess in Schools and Communities 

Mark Murrell, President, Southern Counties Chess Union 

21st May 2019 
 
 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES CHESS UNION 
FOUNDED 1892 
 



Citation for the British Chess Educational Trust 
 
St Joseph's Catholic Primary School, Oxford 
 
 
Oxfordshire Junior Chess Association and the Southern Counties Chess Union would like to nominate 
St Joseph's Catholic Primary School for a British Chess Educational Trust Award. 
 

 
  St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Oxford 

             “Let us protect with love all that God has given us” 
                            (Pope Francis 19.03.2013) 

 

      Headley Way, Headington, Oxford, OX3 7SX 
     Telephone: 01865 763357    Fax: 01865 308436 
     Email: office.3838@st-josephs-pri.oxon.sch.uk 
     Website: www.st-josephs-pri.oxon.sch.uk 
 
     Headteacher: Mrs. S. Tomkys 

 
 

 
St Joseph’s is a two-form entry (416 pupils) Catholic Primary located on the outskirts of Oxford in close 
proximity to several local hospitals. The number of pupils with English as an additional language is 54%; 
72% of pupils are from ethnic minorities; over 13% of the school pupils are eligible for pupil premium 
funding and 14% have special educational needs. 
 
The school was inspired to start actively promoting chess by the Delancey UK Chess Challenge 
competition, which we have now run for approximately nine years. This really led to pupils becoming 
interested in chess, and in how they could improve their play. A chess club began after school with support 
from a local independent senior school. By 2015 a few of the key players had become stronger than the 
volunteer pupils from that school teaching at the club. A series of one-off professional coaching sessions 
for the most able players in preparation for the Delancey UK Chess Challenge Gigafinal that year led to a 
rapid blossoming in the chess activities at St Joseph’s. The existence of several strong Oxfordshire players 
at the school led to the school being encouraged to enter the county Schools League later that year. We 
have gradually increased the number of competitive events we are engaged in each year, and we are 
particularly interested in working to maintain girls’ interest in chess. 
 
As of 2019, the school is now one of the top maintained primary schools for chess in the country and an 
inspirational example of how a chess culture can be developed over time. Around a third of the school 
pupils are involved in chess on a regular basis and it has become as ‘cool’ to be in the school chess teams 
as it is to be in the football teams and they even have their own squad T shirt!. 
 

Chess activities include: 

• Lunch time beginners’ classes  

• Delancey UK Chess Challenge with typically around 80 entrants each year 

• “Come and play” lunch time informal chess 

• After-school “squad” chess club with two or three sections and professional coaching  

• House chess tournament with 48 pupils participating in a team format 



• Chesskid online platform – between 50 and 100 Gold members at any one time 

• Oxfordshire Schools League – two U9 teams and two U11 teams 

• Attendance at London Chess Classic each year 2016-2018 

• Attendance at ECF U11 girls events with two teams in 2018 and 2019 

• Entries to national tournaments - EPSCA Schools U9 and U11, ECF U11 and ECF U11 
girls 

• Hosting finals of local schools league and regional qualifiers for national chess 
competitions  

• School library has a well-stocked section on chess with good books from junior beginner 
upwards 
 

Chess successes include: 

• Schools League teams success ahead of even top independent schools 
2016/17 – U11 winner, U9 runner-up; 2017/18 – U11 runner-up, U9 runner-up 
(2018/19 TBD – in semi-finals for U11, finals for U9) 

• Winning school competition at London Chess Classic with top points all 3 years attended 

• EPSCA Schools U9 national finalists (2019) and semi-final Gold trophy for U9 and U11 
2017-2019 

• ECF Schools U11 competition national finalists 2017, 2018 & 2019 

• Within one game point of qualifying for ECF U11G national finals (2019) 

• Winner or runner-up of schools competition within individual Oxfordshire Junior Chess 
Championships last 4 years.         
 

 
Chess impacts include: 

• Significant proportions of the very successful Oxon U9 and U11 county teams have been 
made up of St Joseph’s players over last few years (e.g. in 2019, there were 4 of 12 in U9, 
6 of 20 in U11) 

• Many of the St Joseph’s children continue chess into their teens. The main two maintained 
secondary schools (Cherwell and Cheney) that the school feeds into and the main 
independent school have all benefitted significantly from the standard and enthusiasm of 
players from St Joseph’s, e.g. 5 of the 6 players in the Cherwell School U13 team in 2019.  

• Many Oxfordshire age-group champions, Delancey Megafinal Supremos and Supremas, 
and even some England squad players 

• Local newspaper articles – e.g. https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/15318837.st-josephs-primary-chess-victory-

ends-years-of-private-school-dominance/ 

• Feature chapter in book “Reclaiming the Curriculum” (Bill Laar & Jackie Holderness, 
Crown House, 2018), ISBN 978-178583306-9 

• Oxford New Generation chess & activity club formed due to inspiring parents through 
their children learning chess at St Josephs, spawning chess clubs, holiday clubs and 
teaching at other schools as a result 

• Inspired parents to get involved with local voluntary junior chess roles  

• Inspired ex-staff to seek to start chess clubs and activities in their own schools (e.g. Thame) 

• Inspired school TAs attended local CSC tutor training day in their own time 
 
When asked about teaching chess at the school, the main chess teacher, Andrew Varney, replied, “It is a 
privilege to teach chess and to be involved in the school teams at a school like St Joseph’s where I have seen a chess culture 
develop. As well as being able to offer a full range of opportunities for every ability, key in this has been the head’s enthusiasm 
and support of many of the parents in their children’s interest. I find it really encouraging that, far from detracting from other 

https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/15318837.st-josephs-primary-chess-victory-ends-years-of-private-school-dominance/
https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/15318837.st-josephs-primary-chess-victory-ends-years-of-private-school-dominance/


activities, chess has been complementary to the pupils’ success academically and the school’s achievements in other areas such as 
music, dance and sports.” 
 
 
 

Andrew Varney, on behalf of Oxfordshire Junior Chess Association 
Mark Murrell, President, Southern Counties Chess Union 
 
22nd May 2019 
 

 
 
 
 


